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Dancing and diplomacy
FELIPE FRYDMAN, AMBASSADOR OF ARGENTINA TO THAILAND
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‘‘The tango was also
a way to get away
from the stress of the
daily diplomatic
grind, where it is
difficult to build
strongbonds thatcan
surpass the
ephemeral nature of
relationships.

During his five years in
Thailand as ambassador
of Argentina, Felipe
Frydmanhas becomevery
well known in diplomatic

and social circles here not so much for
his undisputed expertise in international
trade negotiations and WTO matters,
but because of his personal interest in
music and dance, particularly the Ar-
gentine tango. The elaborate footwork
of this most vibrant and passionate dance
is now taught and practised at many
studios around town. And the ambas-
sador has himself often demonstrated
his prowess in this genre, taking to the
dance floor with several local and inter-
national dance stars.

As he prepared to wind up his tour of
duty in Thailand, the urbane envoy kindly
agreed to share with Life some thoughts
on the time he has spent here.

How would you best sum up your five years in
Thailand?
I had the opportunity to be part of what
I consider one of the most interesting
times in Thai history, with important
political changes [occurring] at a high
rate of speed. I learned a lot about Thai
and Southeast Asian history and I think
I got emotionally involved seeing the
contentious fight for a better country. It
reminded me a lot of the problems of
Argentina and Latin America to attain
democracy and institutional stability.

What do you consider the highlights of your
posting here?
We can divide them into two parts. I still
remember my TV interview with
Suthichai Yoon and his efforts to force
me to draw a parallel between Thaksin
and Peron, or the invitation of Kraisak
Choonhavan to talk at the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Senate to
explain the failure of the FTA negotiations
between Mercosur and the US and also
theEU; the firstencounterwithAngkhana
Neelaphaijit, chairwoman of the Working
Group on Justice and Peace, and my
visit to Ratchaprasong in April last year.

I have good memories of my
conversations with General Prem
Tinsulanonda and former prime
ministers Chuan Leekpai, Anand
Panyarachun, Thaksin Shinawatra and,
of course, Abhisit Vejjajiva prior to [his]
becoming prime minister. During these
frantic years, diplomats had an excellent
opportunity to meet and exchange views
with the most important and exciting
people in Thailand’s political life.

Tell us about your "dance and music
diplomacy".
Of course I think music was in me and
maybe I did not have the chance before,
for different reasons, to get this feeling
out. I felt freer in Thailand and I met
great people with open minds and the
willingness to enjoy life. Dancing is part
of this enjoyment and I felt that I could
share with them something of the
Argentine culture.

The tango is a beautiful dance, but it
has something more: It also gives you
the opportunity to share a moment of
intimacy with your partner through the
delights of the movements. Thailand is
a very hedonistic and sensual country!
Look at the tale of Khun Chang Khun
Phaen translated by that great couple
Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker.
The tango was also a way to get away
from the stress of the daily diplomatic
grind, where it is difficult to build strong
bonds that can surpass the ephemeral
nature of relationships. Since I did not
want to be a foreigner, I decided to
become a part of this society.

Tell us a little about some of the events with
which you have been involved here.
I remember when I held the [Argentine]
National Day at the Aksara Theatre and
I danced tango with Fernanda Ghi; when
I danced at a charity dinner and dyed
my hair; and the public tango lessons
that we organised at Siam Paragon that
were attended by HRH Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana.

During one tango night at the Pacific
Club, a lady told me I had tarnished my
career. I did not know whether she

considered me a bad ambassador or a
good dancer! Later, I danced at Kamala
Sukusol’s birthday party.

I am very proud of the Tango Group
in Bangkok. The number of dancers has
increased; they get together twice a week
and I have become good friends with
several of them.

I am very proud that the most
important cultural event in Bangkok,
the International Music and Dance
Festival, decided to include an Argentine
tango group in their programme every
year. The tango performances at the
Thai Cultural Centre have been
completely sold out. This shows that I
was not wrong when I integrated tango
into my agenda.

Polo is another area you’re very involved in.
How is that a good medium for promoting
your country?
Argentina is a small country. We are not
a developing country, in the typical sense
in which most people use the term, but
neither are we a developed one in terms
of income per capita. But we are doing
well in sports — starting with football,
and followed by basketball, rugby, tennis,
hockey and, finally, polo, where we are
number one in the world. Polo has
become a stereotypical Argentine sport.
Iwas lucky to findout thatsuch important
people as Vichai Raksriaksorn, Harald

Link and Robin Lourvaij are very
enthusiastic about this sport. They even
play it themselves, which is extraordinary.
I have to thank Marco Focaccia and
Tom Clayton for planning the annual
Ambassador’s Cup event.

Do you participate in any charity events?
The Tango Group donates the fees from
its classes to World Vision and for this I
am extremely happy. Twice a month
children from Baan Rajvithi and Baan
Mahamek are taken to Ocean World,
and later to the [Argentine Ambassador’s]
Residence for lunch and swimming. This
is the best use of the swimming pool!

Your term iscoming toanend.Whatmemories
of Thailand will you take back with you?
Moving is always psychologically difficult
because of emotional engagement with
the people I met during this time — and
five years is a long time. I will carry with
me the love ofmy friendsand the feelings
of being in a country where the people
are striving to build a better place and
a more equitable society. It is an endless
job here because there are deep
contradictions as a result of the uneven
economic growth, the pressure of
globalisation and the widening of the
technological gap. I hope that peace,
justice and democracy will prevail to
make possible all those dreams.
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SOCIAL SCENE

THE EYES HAVE IT:La Lanta Fine Art recently hosted the opening of As Eye Am, a solo
exhibition by the Danish-Armenian artist Elizabeth Romhild. The event was presided over
by Danish Ambassador Mikael Hemniti Winther. From left: The ambassador's wife,
Ratana; the ambassador; Elizabeth Romhild; and Sukontip Ostick of La Lanta Fine Art.

BUSINESS BASH:The South African-Thai Chamber of Commerce recently organised a
Southern Hemisphere Braai/Barbecue at the Sukhothai Hotel. From left: Andrew Durieux,
president of the Australian-Thai Chamber of Commerce; Nikki Cox, president of the New
Zealand-Thai Chamber of Commerce; South African Ambassador Douglas Gibson; and
Maurice Bromley, president of the South African-Thai Chamber of Commerce.

ADDING PRESIDENTIAL LUSTRE:Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, former president of the
Philippines, together with Suebtrakul Soonthornthum recently presided over the wedding
of Ms Rosemarie Montenegro and Mr Panlavee Boonpongsa at Bangkok's Assumption
Cathedral. From left: Krisana Boonpongsa, Siriluck Maithai, Preeya Soonthornthum, Ms
Arroyo, the bride and groom, Mr Suebtrakul and Thidej Maithai.

NEW AIT FACILITY OPENS:AIT Consulting, the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)'s
latest professional services arm, officially opened its doors for business at a formal launch
ceremony graced by numerous ambassadors, dignitaries, high-ranking officials, senior AIT
administration staff and faculty members. Dr Tej Bunnag, chairman of the AIT Board of
Trustees, and Prof Said Irandous, president of AIT, are seen cutting a ceremonial ribbon
to open the new facility which is located on the main campus.

GREEN THINKING:Anurat Khokasai (4th from left), COO of Prantalay Marketing Co Ltd,
recently presided over the launch at Bangkok's Renaissance Hotel of the firm's new eco-
friendly packaging for rice-soup products. GM (Marketing & Brand Communications)
Rungpet Phannapayuk (4th right) plus company executives Wimwipa Tavanapong (far left)
and Wariya Tavanapong (far right) were joined by Pinit Chantaprateep (2nd left), Chaninya
Sonsompak (3rd left), Ployphan Srisa-ant (2nd right) and Masiri Tamskul (3rd right).

Send pictures to life.social@bangkokpost.co.th

How to control squabbling siblings who act like teenagers
ANNIE•S MAILBOX
KATHY MITCHELL &
MARCY SUGAR

Dear Annie: My two daughters-in-law,
Dolly and Cynthia, have been arguing
for the past nine years. These women
are in their thirtiesandact like teenagers.
They had a shouting match at a
grandchild’sbirthdaypartyand lastweek
fought publicly in the church parking
lot.

Dolly lies continually, and Cynthia
shouts out four-letter words in front of
the kids. I told Dolly we will not be able
to do any holiday get-togethers if this
situation is not resolved. Since she is
older than Cynthia and some of this is
her fault, I wanted her to apologise to
her sister-in-law. She promised to do
so,but hasn’t.My son insists theparking

lot scene was not Dolly’s fault, even
though he hasn’t been witness to all
events.

I despair that this will go on forever.
Ihavesuggestedcounselling,butCynthia
hasno interest in fixing this. Shedoesn’t
trust Dolly and wants nothing to do
with her. And Dolly has been very cruel
to Cynthia’s 8-year-old daughter,
accusing her of ignoring her 5-year-old
cousin.After theargumentat thechurch,
Dolly’s blood pressure skyrocketed and
she had to go to the emergency room at
the hospital.

This whole thing is going to make
everyone ill.Cynthia tries to avoidDolly,
butDolly can’t stop herself and it always
ends badly. The grandchildren do not
get tospend time togetherand thewhole
family is suffering. What’s a grandma to
do?

Wish They’d Grow Up

Dear Wish:We think Cynthia has a tem-
per, but Dolly is the main culprit — she
lies, is cruel to an 8-year-old and insists
onprovoking hersister-in-law. We think
sheneeds professionalhelp. Youcannot
fix this without their cooperation, so we
urge you to stay out of it or you’ll risk
your relationship with both of them.
Invite everyone for family occasions, or
let them host separate ones. If they fight
in your home, ask them to leave. If you
want the cousins to get together, have
them come to your house without their
mothers.

Kickingthepills
Dear Annie: I am a 27-year-old man,
living with a girlfriend and our 3-year-
old daughter. I have a serious problem
with drugs, mainly prescription pills. I
have tried to quit many times,

unsuccessfully. When I don’t have any
drugs for 12 hours, I get very sick. I don’t
have the money to pay for rehab.

Are there inexpensiveplaces thatwork
with struggling addicts? If I don’t stop,
I’m going to destroy the relationship I
have with my daughter, and I could end
up losing my life. If you have any infor-
mation, my family and I would greatly
appreciate it.

Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired

Dear Sick and Tired:The fact that you
are seeking help is a good sign, and we
have confidence you can be successful
ingetting through the withdrawal symp-
toms witha littleassistance. Yourneigh-
bourhood hospitals should be your first
port of call in locating help. There are
also various bodies out there that are
willing to help you, if you are willing to
help yourself. Good luck!


